PREFACE
conclusion. In no world conflict have the issues, according
to modern standards, been more real and vital. In none has
the duty to defend a righteous cause been more compul-
sive upon the British nation. In none have the results been
more solid, more precious, more lasting. The triumph of the
France of Louis XIV would have warped and restricted the
development of the freedom we now enjoy., even more than
the domination of Napoleon or of the German Kaiser*
It is usually pretended that Marlborough's personal
affections followed his worldly interests and changed sides
and agents with them. He certainly abandoned King James,
and quarrelled with King William. But apart from these
two sovereigns, around whom ranged some of the supreme
constitutional, and religious struggles of our history, and in
whose circle business of State overrode private attachments,
his character shows an astonishing constancy. His romantic
love for his wife Sarah during nearly fifty years of wedlock, his
fidelity to the Princess and Queen he served without a break
for the thirty years from i68z to 1712, were the keynotes of
his life. His main friendships and political connexions were
proof against all the stresses and surprises of violent times
when nothing was sure or safe. He worked in steady and
mutual confidence with Halifax, Shrewsbury, Russell, and
Leggc for a generation. Godolphin was his close friend
and ally for forty years. Death alone severed these ties. The
same elements of stability and continuity marked his great
period. The ten years of war, with their hazards, their
puzzles, their ordeals, their temptations, only strengthened a
brotherhood in arms with Prince Eugene, unmatched between
captains of equal fame* Not all the wear and tear of the
Grand Alliance, nor the ceaseless friction between England
and Holland, disturbed his similar association with the
Pensionary Heinsius. Cadogan was his Chief Staff Officer,
and Cardonell his secretary through all his campaigns, and
both shared his fortunes and misfortunes to the end.
Yet fame shines unwillingly upon the statesman, and
warrior whose exertions brought our island and all Europe
safely through its perils and produced glorious results for
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